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This thought-provoking article by James Weifu Lee (Journal of Scientific Explora-
tion, 37: 5-16) brought to mind Thomas Gold’s publications postulating a “deep hot bio-
sphere” where life on Earth originated and which was the source of oil and gas deposits.

Gold suggested chemical sources of energy substituting for photosynthesis, but the
possibility of thermotrophs lends further plausibility to this hypothesis. A search for
thermotrophs in the deep biosphere seems called for.
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